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Important Announcement: IB Community Site Notice

We wish to inform you that our IB Community blog site will be permanently shut down on July 31st 2025.

Please note if you have any bookmarks saved for specific blog posts, these will no longer work after this date. If you
have specific questions, please contact our support team for guidance.

Moving forward, our blogs will be published on News — International Baccalaureate®. We encourage you to visit the
new home of our blog posts.

IB students collaborate to help a community in need

January 6, 2017 in Creativity, activity, service (CAS), Diploma Programme (DP), Student success

DP students in Indiana organized a huge
recycling drive to help an IB World School in
Flint during the water crisis

Since April 2014, the drinking water in Flint,
Michigan, has been contaminated by lead. It's
created a serious public health danger, and is the
suspected cause of a Legionnaires’ disease
outbreak, which has killed 12 people.

IB Diploma Programme (DP) students at Goshen
High School, in Indiana, were keen to help out, so
they contacted IB World School Flint Southwestern
Classical Academy, in Michigan. The school was
receiving plenty of water donations, but was growing
increasingly concerned about what to do with all of
the empty water bottles.

As part of their Creativity Activity Service (CAS)
project, the students in Indiana organized 50 recycling bin barrels to be delivered to Flint to help the
school collect the bottles. Almost everyone at Goshen High School, and within the community, got
involved.

Students from across all grades decorated the barrels to add a personal, creative touch to the project.
The barrels, paint, supplies and transport were donated from the city of Goshen, local businesses
and parents.
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The students personally delivered the barrels, and it
was an exciting day for everyone, says Theresa
Collins, DP Coordinator. “The day we went to Flint
was pretty amazing — one of our students did a live
interview with a local television reporter in the
morning before we left. When we arrived at
Southwestern, their IB students were at the door,
personally cheering and welcoming us with signs.

They planned icebreaker activities and games, and
they hosted lunch for us, too.”
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Ben Hathaway, Goshen High School DP student says one of the main
things he took away from the experience was being able to put names
and faces to an issue that he had only ever read about before.
“Interacting with and building personal relationships with the students
helped to humanize what had previously existed to me as a seemingly
far-removed news headline,” he adds. This realization shifted my outlook
from ‘How can | help?’ to ‘How could | possibly not help?”

This article is part of a series of stories from IB World magazine that
bring to life the wonderful initiatives undertaken by IB students and
educators from around the globe. Follow these stories on Twitter
@IBorganization #|Bcommunitystories. Share your great stories and
experiences: email editor@ibo.org.
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How do i contribute to the community in that case
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Hi, about cas project | would like to know if it must be a group project or if it could be done
also individually
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. KatelB ~ Maria Maino — I~
- 8 years ago

Hello Maria, a CAS project involves collaboration between a group of students or
with members of the wider community, for a minimum of one month and uses the
CAS stages. Hope this helps! Enjoy your project.
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About the IB

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is a global leader in international education—developing inquiring,
knowledgeable, confident, and caring young people. With more than 7,700 programmes being offered worldwide,
across over 5,600 schools in 159 countries, an IB education is designed to develop well-rounded individuals who can
respond to today’s challenges with optimism and an open mind. For over 50 years, our four programmes provide a
solid, consistent framework and the flexibility to tailor students’ education according to their culture and context. To
find out more, please visit www.ibo.org.
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